
Justification for High School English Credit for Intro to Screenwriting Course

Overview: The Intro to Screenwriting course satisfies the criteria for a high school English 
credit due to its focus on critical reading, writing, analysis, and communication. By blending 
creative and analytical tasks, students develop literacy and composition skills that meet or exceed 
the educational goals of traditional English courses.

Core English Competencies Addressed:

1. Reading and Analysis:

◦ Students read professional film scripts to analyze narrative structure, character 
development, dialogue, and themes.

◦ Each assigned script is paired with a critical viewing of the corresponding film, 
encouraging students to evaluate the relationship between text and visual 
storytelling.

◦ Analysis assignments require students to:
▪ Identify key literary elements (e.g., plot, tone, theme, and symbolism).
▪ Evaluate how the written word translates to visual media.

2. Writing:

◦ Students engage in weekly writing assignments focused on storytelling, character 
development, dialogue, and scene construction.

◦ The final project—a polished script—demonstrates mastery of narrative 
techniques, pacing, and character arcs.

◦ Emphasis is placed on revision and editing, mirroring the iterative writing process 
in traditional English courses.

◦ Students develop:
▪ Loglines and treatments (concise summaries akin to thesis statements).
▪ Dialogue that reflects character voice and advances the plot (comparable 

to crafting dialogue in traditional fiction).
▪ Subtext and themes (essential literary concepts).

3. Critical Thinking:

◦ Students explore themes, genres, and moral dilemmas through their scripts.
◦ The course emphasizes subtext, metaphor, and symbolism, paralleling skills used 

in analyzing literature.
◦ Assignments foster creative problem-solving by challenging students to create 

complex narratives.
◦

4. Communication and Collaboration:

◦ Students refine their ability to articulate ideas, critique constructively, and receive 
feedback—a key component of English education.



Alignment with English Standards:

The course meets educational standards for high school English through the following:

• Reading and Literature:
◦ Analyzing literary elements (e.g., conflict, theme, tone) in professional scripts.
◦ Comparing and contrasting scripts with their film adaptations to evaluate 

interpretation and execution.
• Writing:

◦ Developing clear, coherent scripts tailored to a specific audience.
◦ Revising work based on feedback to enhance clarity and impact.
◦ Crafting narratives that reflect diverse perspectives and complex ideas.

• Speaking and Listening:
◦ Participating in discussions and workshops to share ideas and critique peer work.

• Language:
◦ Employing precise language, including industry-standard screenwriting 

formatting.
◦ Demonstrating command of grammar, syntax, and word choice to convey 

meaning effectively.

Workload and Assessment:

• Hours of Instruction: Approximately 60 hours of coursework, including video lessons, 
writing assignments, script analysis, and workshops.

• Assessments:
◦ Weekly assignments and a final project requiring the application of skills learned 

throughout the course.
◦ Analysis essays comparing scripts to their film adaptations.
◦ Participation in discussions and workshops.

Conclusion:

The Intro to Screenwriting course provides students with essential skills in reading, writing, 
critical thinking, and collaboration. Its alignment with traditional English competencies makes it 
a suitable candidate for high school English credit. By the course's end, students will have honed 
their ability to craft compelling narratives, analyze texts critically, and communicate ideas 
effectively—skills that are foundational to English education.


